Discussion – Visualisation in Text Information Retrieval

· Can we come up with a graphical way of representing search results in a way that is superior to text only displays?

· Visualisation is good for specific knowledge

· 3 types of info retrieval process – binary, vector, probabilistic

It’s difficult to formulate effective queries

· words don’t have a 1:1 mapping to semantic concepts

· we have to go past words

· there are a huge number of documents on the internet

· Concrete representation of the query, data mining, and visual summaries, bridging the gaps between serial queries

· Widening/narrowing to get context

Characteristics of the Autoviz application:

· Visual document summaries

· Highlighting and extracting subsets

· Allows interactive extracting to demonstrate the relationships and associations

· Is the underlying engine is more critical than visualization?  The engine is what gives you the results, but how the results are displayed may enhance your understanding and improve the results of the engine.

· Visualization is usually a fix for insufficient data mining algorithm techniques

· Intra result set clustering works in text only displays too

· It will be integrated into existing text search engines

· The metaphor of exploring information space it become more popular

